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SUBJ: FIVE NEW PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS NAMED: ADMINISTRATION 
TO TIGHTEN UP 

REF: TEHRAN 1932 

SUMMARY: FIVE NEW PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS APPOINTED MARCH 2, 
INCLUDING NEW GOVERNOR FOR EAST AZARBAIJAN (TABRIZ) PROVINCE, 

SHAH CHARGED THEM WITH IMPROVING PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION. 
CENTRAL PROVINCE CAPITAL MOVED FROM TEHRAN TO ARAK. REPORTEDLY 
GROUP WAS PICKED FOR ITS ADMINISTRATIVE ABILITIES TO EASE 
DIFFICULT SITUATIONS WHICH HAD DEVELOPED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MARCH 2, SHAH ANNOUNCED NAMES OF 5 NEW PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS. 

MOST IMPORTANT WAS MOVE OF GEN JAAFAR SHAFAQAT 

FROM VICE CHIEF OF SUPREME COMMANDER’ STAFF TO GOVERNORSHIP 

OF EAST ARZARBAIJAN PROVINCE. SHAFAQAT, WHO WAS SHAH'S MILITARY 

ADJUTANT GEN AND WHO HEADED IMPERIAL MILITARY INSPECTION 

OF TABRIZ RITOS (REF A), WAS APPOINTED BECAUSE HE IS A TABRIZ! 

WHO KNOWS AREA WELL AND HAS "ABSOLUTE" CONFIDENCE OF SHAH, 
ACCORDING TO INTERIOR MINISTRY SOURCES. (THUS ENDING 
SPECULATION THAT NO MORE AZARBAIJANIS WOULD BE GIVEN 
PROVINCIAL POSTS.) SHAFAQAT TOLD PRESS MARCH 4 HE HAD 
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RECEIVED ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS TO REMEDY CERTAIN "DEFECTS 
AND DISCRIMINATIONS”. SHAFAQAT IS 62, AND HAS HAD 
IMPRESSIVE CAREER AS COMMANDER OF IMPERIAL GUARD, CHIEF OF 
STAFF OF GROUND FORCES AND SECOND ARMY COMMANDER. HE 
WAS EDUCATED IN LAW AND HAS A LAW DEGREE FROM THE 
UNIV OF PARIS. 
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2. REZA SADAQIANI, FORMER MIN OF RURAL COOPERATIVES 
(QOURAUUL AND FOR PAST YEAR GOVERNOR OF LURISTAN, HAS 
BREN SHIFTED TO CENTRAL PROVINCE, REPORTEDLY TO MAKE SURE 
SHIFT OF PROVINCIAL CAPITAL TO ARAK GOES SMOOTHLY AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCE DECENTRALIZATIN SCHEME, WHICH WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED CONCURRENTLY, GETS OFF TO GOOD START. 

REPLACING HIM IN LURISTAN WILL BE EQBAL EQBAL, A 49 YEAR OLD 
ENGINEER WHO HAS BEEN A DIRGEN IN THE INTERIOR MINISTRY AND 
PREVIOUSLY HEAD OF THE TEHRAN OFFICE OF UNESCO. 

3. GOING TO ZANJAN WILL BEHUSHANG AMIR BEHZADI, AGE 45, 

WHO PLEDGED "HIGHEST DEGREE OF FREEDOM" FOR ZANJAN 
RESIDENTS. EMB UNDERSTANDS PREVIOUS GOVERNOR GENERL 
FOUGHT CONSTANTLY WITH HIS STAFF AND WHOLE PROVINCE HAS 
BREN UNSETTLED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. LOCAL INTERIOR MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS FEEL BEHZADI IS MAN TO STRAIGNTEN OUT MESS. 

BEHZADI STUDIED POLITICAL SCIENCE AT TEHRAN UNIV AND HAS HAD 
EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN PROVINCIAL POSTS WITH INTERIOR MINISTRY. 
INCLUDING SPOT AS DEPUTY TO GOVERNOR GENERAL OF KERMAN AND SEVERAL 
POSTS AS DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 

4. REMAINING NEWCOMER IS HASSAN ESLAMI, 44, WHO WILL BE GOING TO 
SISTAN AND BALUCHISTAN, SENSITIVE PROVINCE ON IRAN'S BORDER WITH 
PAKISTAN. BORN IN ZANJAN, HE IS A CAREER INTERIOR MINISTRY OFFICAL 
WHO HAS BEEN A DIRGEN IN THE INTERIOR MINISTRY AND HELD SEVERAL 
DISTRICT GOVERNORSHIPS AS WELL AS SERVING AS ASST TO THE GOVERNOR 
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GENRAL OF ISFAHAN. HE. TOO, WAS PICKED TO REMEDY WHAT SOURCE CALLS 
DEFECTS RELATING TO BUREAUCRATIC INEFFICIENCY. 

5. EMB COMMENT: SOURCES TELL US GROUP, WHICH EXCEPT FOR SPECIAL 
CASES OF SHAFAQAT AND SADAQIANI, IS SIGNIFICANTLY YOUNGER THAN 
AVERAGE, WERE PICKED FOR THEIR ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS AND ABILITY TO 
MAKE GOVERNMENTAL MACHINERY WORK. SHAH CHARGED NEW GOVERNORS WITH 
WEEDING OUT DISCRIMINATION, RED TAPE AND OTHER PRACTICES WHICH 
FOSTER DISCONTENT AND MISTRUST. ACCORDING TO UR SOURCES, SHAFAQAT 
CLEARLY HAS IMPERIAL MANDATE TO SHAKE UP EAST ARARBAIJAN ADMIN- 
ISTRATION, WHICH HAD GROWN SLACK UNDER 4 YEAR TENURE OF AZMOUDEH, 

WHO COINCIDENTALLY HAPPENS TO BE AN UNCLE TO CURRENT PRIMIN 
AMOUZEGAR. CONSULATE TABRIZ REPORTS WHOLESALE SHAKEUP IN PROVINCIAL 
ADMIN IS ALREADY UNDERWAY AS OF 4-5 MARCH. LARGE MAJORITY OF 
CONSULATE S OLD CONTACTS ARE NO LONGER IN PLACE, BUT WHETHER 

THIS IS TEMPORARY MEASURE PENDING REVIEW OR PERMANENT REMOVAL 
IS NOT YET CERTAIN. 
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